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What Are You Doing? 

  The following is a little story that is worthwhile meditating upon as we consider 

our life’s goals. 

  “What are you doing?” a man asked of three laborers beside a building 

under construction. 

  The first man replied, “Puttin’ in some time until a better job comes 

along.” 

  The second man smiled.  “Stone cutting.” 

  The third man waited a moment, and then said simply, “I’m building a 

wonderful cathedral.”   

  The story finishes with a prayer. “Father God, help me remember that each 

day I’m not just walking through life, but preparing for eternity.” 

  This little story obviously has several levels of meaning. 

As  we walk through life, we can look at the seemingly mi-

nor tasks that we’re faced with, and look at them as boring 

and meaningless.  Just putting in our time until some-

thing better comes along.  But that something better 

doesn’t seem to be coming along any too quickly.  So, 

what do you do about it?  Sir around and mope?  Day-

dream?  Wish that your life could be different? 

You could do that; but think of the precious time you’d be 

wasting—time that was set aside by God, just for you. It’s time that was meant 

for you to take into your hands, and use it for your salvation.  God knows you 

intimately and perfectly.  He knows that your unique life, with all of its twists and 

turns, is special in His plan.   

  So, if you’re wondering what meaning your life has, one distinct possibility is 

this: you are stone-cutting.  You are in the process of forming that “just 

right” stone that fits into your place in the Body of Christ.  As St. Paul says, 

we are living stones that build up the edifice called the church.  When we do our 

stone-shaping in the Spirit, the whole building is strong, secure, beautiful. 

  Also, we have built our Eucharistic Adoration Chapel.  It is small, but it’s a 

source of light and invitation to all.  Thanks to so many of you, through 

your hour, your time with Jesus, by the grace of God, you will be the rea-

son why many will return to Jesus, and be prepared for eternity.   

  Below is a picture of the huge statue of St. Francis of Assisi in Rome.  It is situ-

ated in a garden area, facing the front of the Basilica of St. John Lateran, the 

original church of the Popes, 

before St. Peter’s was built.  It 

looks as if St. Francis is praying 

for the universal Church; but as 

you step backwards, you see 

him as if he we supporting the 

Church in his arms. 

  

 Jesus told St. Francis, and 

He tells us as well: 

 

“Rebuild My Church!” 

    

Meditations for 

Sunday, February 5 

Mark 1:29-39 

  Rising very early before dawn, he 

left and went off to a deserted place, 

where he prayed. (Mark 1:35) 

  Jesus certainly had a full day. With 

his first four chosen disciples in 

tow, he went into the synagogue 

and not only taught but cast out an 

unclean spirit. He next slipped away 

and healed Simon’s mother-in-law. 

Then, as soon as sunset marked the 

end of the Sabbath, a horde of peo-

ple crowded around the doorstep 

begging Jesus to heal and deliver 

them. He extended himself to the 

whole crowd, touching each person 

with the power of God. Surely this 

exhausting ministry lasted beyond a 

normal bedtime. 

  We could certainly understand if 

Jesus burrowed under the coves the 

next morning. Instead, Mark tells us 

that Jesus rose in the wee hours and 

headed out to a deserted spot to 

spend time with his Father. Instead 

of assuming he knew what God 

wanted and how to accomplish it, 

he stopped and listened for God’s 

guidance. Out of that profound 

communion emerged clarity about 

his next step: It was time to preach 

in other villages. 

  That’s the way it was with the 

Lord: never a dull moment! Jesus 

was constantly on the move. Even 

his prayer was dynamic. He didn’t 

get up early just to enjoy a good 

sunrise and recite a few prayers. No, 

he was asking, seeking, and knock-

ing. He was determined to discover 

his Father’s plan, and he was ready 

(continued on page 4) 
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Mark your calendars 

  Plan on joining all of our parishioners for a Spaghetti 

Dinner on Saturday, February 11th at 6:00 p.m. (right 

after Mass). It promises to be fun and Chef Longtine is 

planning another great dinner; he is actually making 2 

types of sauces, along with all the trimmings. Lakes Area 

Right to Life is hosting this event and invites everyone to 

attend! 

The Memorial Candle burns  

in memory of  

Alfred & Stella Camilleri 

Learn CPR 

  Learn how to perform CPR on adults, children, and in-

fants, aid to choking victims, and use of A.E.D.   This 

American Heart Association program is an excellent 

course for both parents and grandparents. It is recom-

mended that a refresher course be taken every three 

years. The cost is $15. It will be held at Holy Spirit 

Church on Saturday, March 31 at 9:00 a.m. Call to regis-

ter - 248-887-1021. 

 

Born to Eternal Life   

 

     On behalf of the Parish Family of Holy Spirit Church 

we would like to extend our deepest sympathies and 

prayerful assurances to the family of Mike Dell, husband 

of Diane Dell. 

Extraordinary Ministers 

of Holy Communion 

  Thank you for your patience during the transition of 

changes in the Mass. After the January Worship Commis-

sion Meeting, we will decide on the flow of ministry in 

many areas of the Mass.  

  For extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion there 

will be two opportunities for information and training. If 

you are a current minister or interested in joining, you 

must attend ONE of the THREE trainings offered: Satur-

day, February 11th at 1PM OR Sunday, February 13th at 

7:00PM. Anointing will follow each session. It is truly 

important that you attend one of these trainings in order 

for our ministry to flow with reverence and efficiency. 

We  are blessed because of YOU! 

“Diaper Drive” 

  Boy Scout Troop 43 is sponsoring a Diaper Drive for 

the Lighthouse Emergency Services as a Eagle Scout 

Project. Donations of larger size diapers may be placed 

in the box located in the narthex for the next two week-

ends. Your support is greatly appreciated.  

 Thank you, 

 Joseph Baker 

An evening of reflection  

for 

veterans and their families 

  Recognizing that returning from military deployment 

can be a time filled with mixed emotions - a wonderful 

time and yet a stressful time. the Dominican Center for 

Religious Development invites you, as Jesus invited the 

disciples, “To come away by yourselves to an out of the 

way place.” Join us for an evening with dinner, conversa-

tion, and prayer. Come as individual, come as family 

(childcare will be provided) and perhaps discover God’s 

presence within your journey. 

When: Choose one of the following dates: 

       Wednesday, February 15, 2012 

       Wednesday, May 2, 2012 

Where: St. Paul of the Cross Retreat Center 

  23333 Schoolcraft, between Telegraph & Outer 

              Drive, south side of I-96 

Time: 5:45pm arrival, 6:00pm dinner, 9:00pm departure 

Donation:  $5 individual    $10 family 

RSVP:  Dominican Center for Religious Development 

 313-387-9574 or info@dominicancenter.ort 

Bakers wanted …  

… to make cakes for the Cake Walk at the Spaghetti Din-

ner February 11th. Cake must be in by February 10th. 

Call Judy Bonish at 248-685-8516. 
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   Prayer Quilt Ministry   

    The Prayers and Squares ministry is dedi-

cated by promoting prayer through hand-tied quilts. As 

each knot is tied, a silent prayer is said for someone in 

special need of prayer, who then receives the quilt as a 

healing gift of love. 

  Do you know of someone within our parish who would 

benefit from receiving such a quilt? Or would you like to 

join us in this endeavor? Contact Chris Darish at 248-887-

3134. 

Reflections on the Gospel 

  Mother-in-law jokes used to be a staple of stand-up comics. The comic strip Hagar the Horrible continues the tradition 

even today, often with Hagar taking off on a voyage just as Helga’s mother arrives for an extended visit. In Mark’s Gos-

pel, Simon’s mother-in-law appears not as a comic foil, but as someone through whom the power of God is made mani-

fest. When Jesus cures her of a fever, she is restored to her position in the community, offering the customary hospitality 

to guests. In what way has God’s power been made manifest in our own lives? 

Knights of Columbus Winter Food Drive 

   Our Knights of Columbus Council #8500 are collecting 

canned or dry food for the local food banks over the holi-

days.  There is a marked box in the narthex that you can 

use for your donations. 

 

Cell phones for soldiers 

  Some parish teens will be attending the Catholic Youth 

Organization’s Rainbow Conference in February and 

have been asked to participate in a service project. Used 

cell phones will be collected over the next two weeks 

(January 29th-February 29th) and then sent to our sol-

diers. A box can be found in the narthex area labeled 

“Cell Phones for Soldiers”. Please consider donating your 

used cell phones to this worthy cause. 

  The “mission bound” teens would like to Thank every-

one who so generously donated returnable cans, bottles, 

or money to our bottle drive. May God bless you! 

St. Mary’s Retreat House of Oxford invites 

Catholic women to a “Healing Retreat” March 16-March 

18 directed by Father Terrence Dumas. For information 

or registrations forms, please call Roberta Luther at 248-

887-0450. 

  Attention Middle School Youth 

  Have you always wanted to go to New Orleans to cele-

brate Mardi Gras or wonder what Mardi Gras was all 

about? Well, we can’t take you there but we are planning 

a Mardi Gras Celebration of “feasting to fasting” on 

Friday, February 17th, from 6:39-8:30 p.m. in the 

church hall.  

  A sign-up sheet can be found on the bulletin board out-

side of the Religious Education office. Participation will 

be limited to the first 50 students. Don’t delay, sign up 

now! This promises to be fun-filled. Games, prizes, a 

chance to win a filled Easter Basket, and more! We are 

asking for a $3.00 entrance fee. No one will be turned 

away due to money concerns. 

Quilting Retreat - February 17-19 

St. Mary’s retreat House, Oxford 

Call Jane 248-892-4819 or Zora 586-482-6092 

 

 

 

   

  Congratulations to Debbie Drypen, Kathy Oleski, and 

Mary Biziorek for completing all of the requirements for 

Advanced Catechist Certification! Thank you for your on

-going commitment to religious education. 

Learning Mass 

  All elementary students and parents should be attending 

the Learning mass on Monday, February 6th at 6:45. This 

Mass takes the place of all elementary classes this week. 

Middle School students are welcome to join us, but they 

WILL have class as scheduled. 

2nd Grade Reconciliation Work 

  All 2nd grade students will be making their first Recon-

ciliation on Saturday, February 11th from 9:30-12:30. 

Students should attend with one parent. If you have any 

questions about this day, please contact either Joey or 

Jillian in the Education Office. 



Church of the Holy Spirit, Highland 

Page 4 

 

Charleen Bradley 

Al Stambersky 

David Morantes 

Tanya Kraft 

Cameron Hayden 

Jim Siemasz 

Richard Milne 

Michael Connor 

Albert Nicholl 

Sigmund Czachowski 

Elaine Robbins 

Shelly Mueller 

Ken Labatsky 

Steven Demey 

Shawn Squires 

Gordon Buttrey 

Nancy Jones 

Michael Lasky 

Kelly Stiles 

Lindsay Bullard 

Mary & Allison 

Facciolla 

Logan & Kira 

Chynoweth 

Joanne Jarco 

Shannon Cole 

Carleen Price 

Steven Metzler 

Denise Williams 

Marie Thompson 

Davis Grimsley 

Sharon Curlee 

Marlene Spooner 

Eva Birch  

Bill McRoberts 

Betty Baetens 

Mackenzie Ogle 

Tony Waxler 

Richard Hernandez 

Anna Pike 

Fran Lamerson 

Barbara Trimark 

Lori Charlick 

Sandy Young 

Katie Steele 

Carol Lawrence 

Jennie Booth 

Margo Huddas 

Brenda Torode 

Bernie & Toni Martin 

Dominic Tyner, Jr.& Sr. 

Gary & Barb Fuller 

Wendy Evans-Nimmo 

Harden Rollyson 

Margaret Wheeler 

Cheryl Fish 

Esther Pease 

Erica Casteneda 

Andrew Serocki 

Debby O’Neill 

Deacon Edward Meyer 

Kay Furman 

Kathy Dyson 

Bob Legato 

Paige Davis 

Gideon Schripsema 

John Kohlman 

Patricia & Bobby 

Batteese 

Don Owens 

Alice Greene 

Dave Horst 

Laurie Tobin 

Dennis Peck 

 

Important Note About our  

List of The Sick... 

The names of the sick will run in this column for 

6 weeks, at which time they will be removed.  

To re-list, or to add a name, please call the 

parish office at 248-887-5364.  Many people 

have recuperated, so we need to know, in  

order to be current.  Thank you ! 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  Peter said to Jesus, “Everyone is looking for you” (Mark 

1:37). Are you searching for Jesus in the right places? Is 

he calling you to live your life  as a consecrated religious 

sis, brother or priest? 

    To learn more about vocations to the priesthood and 

consecrated life visit our website at ww.detroitpirest.com. 

If you feel God is calling to  the priesthood,  contact Fr. 

Tim Birney, Director of Priestly Vocations at bir-

ney.tim@aod.org, or call 313-237-5875. 

Ray Steplitus 

Phil Ziegler 

Paul Vincent 

Mary Rogers 

Joyce Garner 

Joanne Kershaw 

Jeanette Gorzalka 

Harry Dodd 

Greg De Polo 

Darlena Olrich 

Chris Mazzola 

Betty Raupp 

Barb Howard 

Brian Pease 

Melissa  Nicosia 

Jane Sweet 

Diane Gielniak 

Alyse Smith 

Nicole Brcic 

Jeff Heinz 

Sally Kern 

Mike Smith 

Brandon Beale 

Amantha McCurdy 

Gary Hamel 

Lynn Zelcznik 

Michelle LeFevere 

Jeanie Byczynski 

Brendan Marshall 

Michele Burmeister 

Norm Brown 

Al Fernandez 

Ruth Cripps 

Eileen Dixon 

Laurie Tobin 

Jean Paulson 

Katherine Fruhner 

Dee Kaleto 

Meditations (continued from page 1) 

to make any adjustments he needed in order to stick to 

that plan. 

  Make no mistake, Jesus was active, not just busy. Like a 

runner crouched at the starting block, his prayer was one 

of active waiting, not passive wandering. That’s what 

God wants for us as well. There’s a kingdom to be built. 

There are people to evangelize and ministries to advance. 

The hungry need feeding, the wounded need comfort, and 

the confused need direction. What part does God want 

you to play? Seek him in prayer, and you’ll find out. 

  “Here I am, Lord! Show me what you want me to do 

today. I want to be your servant!” 

Financial statements for 2011 

  We send contribution statements on request only. 

Fill in the information below and put it in the collection 

basket, or mail it to the office. NO INFORMATION 

WILL BE GIVEN OVER THE PHONE. We do not 

have CSA contribution information. Call 313-237-

5768. 

 

Envelope Number ________ (across from the date on 

your envelope) 

Name_________________________________________ 

 

Address & Zip_________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________ 

A Family Perspective 

by Bud Ozar 

  In today’s Gospel Jesus went to the “house of Andrew 

and Simon” to relax but discovered that Simon’s mother-

in-law was very ill. Like Jesus we come home to relax 

but are confronted with problems. Take a tip from An-

drew and Simon who “told Jesus about it at once.” 

Seek and Find 

  Just a reminder so you  know the location of our 

defibrillator (AED) - in the narthex and the 

‘Emergency Medical Bag’ - in the sacristy. 
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Our Mission Statement 

 The Church of the Holy Spirit is a family formed by God to live an active faith under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  We 

are challenged to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ to all; to celebrate the realities of our faith through a joyful and 

meaningful liturgy; to provide an education in keeping with all aspects, precepts and doctrines of the Catholic Church; to 

serve the needs of others; and to share our faith and resources as God’s Family. 
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Another example of what people  
are saying about Stephen Ministry 
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